88                                                                  A    SHORTER    EGO
they are. Do they, as Jock and I do, go to the fag of changing
gramophone records to hear a Mozart symphony ? I suppose
in the last two years we must have played the E flat and the
.little C Major fifty times. It is true to say that neither of us can
live without music, because whenever we have a spare minute
and can find nothing good on the wireless we rush to the
gramophone. Whereas I feel that your musico-intellectual
- cannot live without other people knowing that he cannot live
without music! I absolve Monty and Hutchy from these
charges because I know that both are genuinely fond of Mozart.
But I can't help using them as whipping-boys for my betes noires,
which of course is wildly tactless on my part and shocking
manners. I forget exactly what insults I hurled at them over
Harry Preston's lobsters, but remember Hutchy saying that
it was a pity I didn't know any intellectuals., and my very nearly
retorting that if he was a specimen I didn't want to ! In fact,
the row was as undignified as if we were three third-form boys,
At least my side of it was, for I began it and lost my temper,
whereas Hutchy and Monty kept theirs admirably.
June 25      I am in the condition known as licking one's wounds.
Tuesday,    This as the result of the horse show at Olympia.   On
the first day of the show in the morning try-out of
the class for novice ponies under 14 hands Ego was placed
absolutely last! This was quite right. We have known all
along that he is not a pony, and we ought to have waited to
show him until he has grown over 14 hands, which we think
he will do before August as he is exactly 14 hands now and
has grown more than an inch in the last three months. In a
class foil of real ponies he looked like a small giraffe, and in
addition was horribly narrow and tucked-up as the result of
Weymouth. Also he went very sluggishly and was so obviously
not himself that we took Ms temperature and found it to be 103.
We got leave not to show him in the afternoon and packed the
poor little chap off home.
Then' yesterday a dreadful thing happened.    The general
opinion seemed to be that in the open class under 15 hands